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The Joy of Gardening

When | lived near Beckenham, the man next door, Mr Binnie, was an avid
gardener. His garden was unremarkable for most of the year, but one day in May,
you could open the curtains and be dazzled by the sight of next door, which was
a riot of bedding plants in pink, red, purple, blue, yellow, and orange. An
abundance of busy lizzies, petunias and begonias, lobelia and verbena,
nasturtiums, fuchsias, all manner of baskets and containers surrounding a
manicured lawn.

| was just discovering my own joy and love of gardening, following in my mum’s
footsteps, starting out with seeds on very hard clay soil, never terribly successful
except for clarkia and marigolds, but Mr Binnie and | often chatted over the fence,
and his favourite saying was “You are nearer God’s heart in a garden, than
anywhere else on earth.” | didn’t know then that it was from a poem by Dorothy
Frances Gurney (1858 — 1932) but the quote often came into my head in later
years as my gardening skills improved, and | discovered how much being in the
garden is therapy, improving my mood and satisfying my creativity.

There are many references in the bible relating to growing seed, fruit and trees,
the most well-known being the story of Creation and the Garden of Eden, when
God planted trees that were “pleasing to the eye, and good for food”. Many of
Jesus’s parables used examples of growing things, which his listeners would
easily identify with; the parables of the Mustard Seed, the Sower, the Fig Tree,
and the Vineyard, pruning the branches back to bear more fruit, and in Luke 12,
we read of the beautiful lilies of the field as Jesus tells his disciples not to worry
about what to eat or what to wear.

My garden is emerging from its winter dormancy. On a recent sunny day my eyes
alighted on the little pink noses of peonies pushing through fallen leaves,
hyacinths and daffodils already showing, hellebores aplenty with pink, purple, and
white flowers, camellia buds swelling, even a rose bud near the kitchen wall, and
a beautiful patch of glistening snowdrops lightening a shady corner, all harbingers
of the Spring to come. The days get longer, and our gardens reward us with new
life. Whether we have a window box or a few acres, we can marvel at the cycle of
life, death, and rebirth, as we look towards Lent and Easter, reminding us of
God’s care and compassion.

GOD’S GARDEN

The Lord God planted a garden In the first white days of the world,

And he set there an angel warden In a garment of light enfurled.

So near to the peace of Heaven, That the hawk might nest with the wren,
For there in the cool of the even, God walked with the first of men.

And | dream that these garden-closes With their shade and their sun-flecked sod
And their lilies and bowers of roses, Were laid by the hand of God.

The kiss of the sun for pardon, The song of the birds for mirth, -

One is nearer God’s heart in a garden Than anywhere else on earth.

For he broke it for us in a garden Under the olive-trees

Where the angel of strength was the warden And the soul of the world found
ease.

Hilary Dilnot, Musical Director, St John’s Church, Hurst Green

Church service

for little ones!
Bubble Church is a
Sunday church
service especially for
babies, toddlers, and
young families.

It's a puppet packed, Jesus centred, coffee-
and- food- fueled, 30 minute kids and families
adventure. Starting at:

St John's Church, Hurst Green
27th April at 9am

You can find out more on Bubble Church at
www.bubblechurch.org and also keep an eye
on the St John’s website for specific details
related to our Bubble Church.

7/ A
& igh Energy Big Band Jazz . )'\
« JetStream Jazz Big Band §\§
A relaxed afternoon of big band music with
vocals from Georgie Fellows.

The band consists of 18 excellent musicians,
dedicated to playing big band charts to a high
standard, whilst having fun!

Sunday 2nd March at 3pm
St Peters Hall Limpsfield, High St, RH8 0DG
Refreshments available.

Tickets £15 in advance or £18 on the door
(cash only). U18s free.

Tickets from www.jetstreamjazz.com,
or via jetstreamjazz@gmail.com.

Lent Mid Week Services at St John’s
On 5 March, Ash Wednesday, there will be a
service of Holy Communion at 12 noon at
St John's Church, followed by a simple lunch of

bread and homemade soup. This will continue
every Wednesday throughout Lent
(ending on 16 April).
We hope to see you there.

World Day of Prayer 2025

On Friday 7 March this year’'s World _A
Day of Prayer will be held with
services at 10am at St John’s and

7.30pm at St Mary’s Oxted.

World Day of Prayer is a global ecumenical
movement led by Christian women who
welcome you to join in prayer and action for
peace and justice. This year’s service comes
from the women in the Cook Islands and
the theme: is 'l Made You Wonderful,' based on
Psalm 139:1-18.

10am at St John’s Church, Hurst Green

7.30pm at St Mary’s, Oxted
All are welcome. We hope to see you there.

YoYo’s Playgroup, St John’s Church, 9.15am-11.15am
Every Wednesday in term time.

Il

A friendly group for babies and toddlers for a stay and
play session with crafts, snacks and songs.

The April issue of Hurst Green News will be published on 29 March 2025.
Please send material for that issue by FRIDAY 14 March 2025 to The Editor: hgncompiler@gmail.com. The Editor reserves the right to edit copy.
The Hurst Green News is published by St John’s Parochial Church Council (Registered Charity 1133107) as a church and community newsletter.
It is financed by advertisements and St John’s Parochial Church Council.




ST JOHN’S, HURST GREEN
Vicar:

Assistant Priest:
Reader:

Pastor:

KING’S CHURCH

HURST GREEN & OXTED CHURCHES WELCOME YOU

At St John's Church there are services of Holy Communion on Sundays at 8.30am (said) at 9.45am (sung) and at 12.30pm on the 4th
Wednesday each month, followed by lunch. The 9.45am service is available via Live Stream. The church is open every day from
10am to 4pm. For updates and the latest information, please check websites below.

Reverend Sue Bosley, 07553 305087
Church Way, Hurst Green RH8 9EA
Mary Seller, 01883 715675

Wendy Hewitt, 07789 680653
www.stjohnshurstgreen.org.uk

HURST GREEN EVANGELICAL CHURCH
Keith Dickson, 01883 712 017
www.hurstgreen-fellowship.org

King’'s Centre, 33 Amy Road, Oxted, Surrey RH8 OPW

ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH OF OXTED & WARLINGHAM

All Saints' Church Chichele Road, Oxted, 01883 627 762

St Ambrose Church Warren Park, Warlingham

Parish Priest Fr Stanislaw (Mycek), 01883 713776
www.oxtedandwarlinghamparish.org

OXTED UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

The Church of the Peace of God
21 Bluehouse Lane, Oxted, 01883 730 406
oxtedurc@gmail.com

Church Administrator:
Claire Harris, 01883 730
www.oxtedurc.org.uk

International
Women's Day
(Quiz Night

(mixed trivia)

SAT 8™ MARCH at 7pm
Hurst Green Community Centre
Entry: £12 pp | £60 table of 6

Bookings: events@hgcc-surrey.org.uk

Prize for winners / Raffle / BOYO food and booze

Contact: Simon Quincey, 01883 734 805,
www.kingschurchforyou.org
Sponsored by Raising funds Patron Saints are chosen by Christians to be special protectors or guardians over all areas “-#
Rotary ‘ Hutst:Green of life. England, Ireland and Scotland have their own patron saint, to whom they dedicate a day.
% - Community Centre

In March people will celebrate two Saints — St David on March 1st and St Patrick on
March 17%. St David is the Patron Saint of Wales and St Patrick is the Patron Saint of Ireland.
There are many stories about miracles happening around St David. His last words to his
followers before he died are thought to have been: "Be joyful, keep the faith and do the little
things that you have heard and seen me do." The phrase gwnewch y pethau bychain mewn
bywyd - "Do the little things in life" - is still a well-known phrase in Wales. St Patrick is thought
to have grown up in Britain, during Roman times, but was kidnapped and taken to Ireland as a

thousands of people to Christianity. Happy St David and St Patrick’s Day!

slave. Once he was free again, he trained as a priest, and went back to Ireland to convert ”

What’s on at the Arts Society Limpsfield

The Frick Collection and the Wallace Collection —

their connection with Knole by Hilary Williams: Wednesday 26 March 2025
AFTERNOON LECTURE 2.15pm and EVENING LECTURE 7.30pm.
Refreshments served before each lecture at the Church Hall, Limpsfield, RH8 OUD.

The sumptuous collections at the Wallace Collection in London and the Frick in New York are
linked by a circle of patrons, dealers and taste. Apart from Sir Richard and Lady Wallace and
the American industrialist Henry Clay Frick, there was someone who worked for them all, who
then left a related fortune to the mother of Vita Sackville-West. Therein lies a great story. More
info at: www.theartssocietylimpsfield.org.uk. Guest entrance £10.

On 10th March 2025 the Tandridge Handicraft Society
is hosting a talk entitled “Stitching the Forest Floor”.
The talk will be presented by Amanda Cobbett.
Doors open 1:30pm, talk starts at 2pm.
Visitors welcome, £5 entry incl. tea and biscuits.

The Society meet every Monday at the Woodhouse
Centre, Hoskins Road, RH8 9HT. i g

Visit www.tandridgehandicraftsociety.org.uk %
or contact Jenny Beal on 01883 620730.

o St John’s Church o

./  MOTHERING SUNDAY SERVICE ',‘I
'V 30th March at 9.45am ‘
I St John’s Church, Church Way !

PARKPLAY- 9.30AM AT HOLLAND JUNIOR SCHOOL
Fun and games for all the family FREE at Holland Junior
School every Saturday. Under 14s must be
accompanied by an adult. Any questions please contact
Carmen on 07815 074236

or go to: www.park-play.com. ParkPlay
- Come and join us for =)
R ThP COFFEE and a CHAT Sk

~ St John’s Room, St John’s Church
Fortnightly on Thursdays
6th and 20t March 2025
10.30am-12 noon
Need a lift? Ring Barbara on 01883 715636

Unlock More Time with Surrey Libraries
Super Access! Oxted library is excited to introduce
Super Access, a new service designed to make
Surrey Libraries even more accessible and convenient i s
for you. Whether you have a busy schedule or simply want more flexibility,
Super Access gives you the freedom to visit beyond regular staffed hours, letting
you use library spaces whenever it works best for you.

How does it work?: New technology has been installed which means that
Super Access library members can enter the library outside normal opening
hours,using just their library card and individual PIN code. Then they can use
library services independently when staff are not present.
With Super Access you can:-

+y >

iilﬁH I

o Explore shelves filled with bestsellers and new titles
o Easily manage your books with Self-Service kiosks
0 Access free Wi-Fi and library computers

o Print with ease

o Create your perfect work or study space

How can | get a Super Access library membership?: =
To upgrade any Adult/ Young Adult (16 plus) library membership to Super
Access, a short introduction is required. This will ensure that customers have a
safe and thorough understanding of how the technology works. Just book your
introduction through the Super Access Eventbrite page.

By extending our opening times, we’re unlocking the full potential of our library
buildings, providing more opportunities for everyone in the community to enjoy
these valuable spaces. With Super Access, you can use the library your way,
because we believe that everyone should have the chance to benefit from all
that our libraries have to offer!

Visit www.surreycc.gov.uk/superaccess for further details or pop into Oxted
library and ask a member of staff.




Dates for your Diary March 2025
2 March: Tennis for all adults (members/non- ¥nembers) {Oam -12pm. Hurst Green Tennis Club. St Agatha’s HaII

3 March: Tandridge Handicraft Society. Weekly meetings on Monday. Woodhouse Centre. To enquire about booking, contact the
www.tandridgehandicraftsociety.org.uk. . ..

10/24 March: Tandridge Club for the Visually Impaired, 2.30-4.30pm, 2 & 4 Mondays of Booking Administrator:

the month, St Agatha's Hall. Call for info and transport: Chair, Diana Drysdale, 01883 742708. aggiegha” @gmai l.com

12 March: Hurst Green Gardening Club, St Agatha's Hall, 7.45pm. 2" Wednesday of the month.
Contact: hggardeningclub@gmail.com or go to hggardeningclub.blogspot.com. 07769 001796

13 March: Pollards Oak WI, York Rooms, St John's Church, 7.45pm. Members Social. or complete the form on the website:
Call: Jan Ward, 07776 310093. _ _ stagathashall.weebly.com/

18 March: Meno meet up, 3@ Tuesday of the month, Tandridge Heights, 6.30-8pm. ARARA R contact.html

Every Wednesday in termtime: YoYo's playgroup, St John’s Church, 9.15-11.15am. ™ T = )
Every Wednesday: Community Fridge, St Agatha's Hall, 11.15am-12.30pm. Y 21 |
Every Thursday: Hurst Green Community Hub, St Agatha's Hall, 1-3pm. ﬁzzmufz;””
Every Friday: OXTED COUNTRY MARKET — 10am to 12 noon at ol

the Woodhouse Centre - for artisan crafts, produce and a hot drink.

Surrey domestic abuse helpline
A uny 01483 776822
9am to 9pm, 7 days a week

The London EEEE and toads on the move
It's the time of year when the thoughts of a young toad, or frog, turn to love.
A=Y K o B oy FE1E=W | But the quest for love is fraught with danger, because of the traffic on our roads.
A = There are ‘Beware of the Toad’ signs installed at three different points which
VOlce ChOl @ | are all about 100 metres from the T-junction between Church Way and Oast Road, and
they will be uncovered from the beginning of February. These are the stretches of road
o8, where you are likely to come across the amphibians as they slowly make their way, up until
k- about the beginning of April. Please, if you can, slow down as you drive there if it's between
Charity Concert dusk and about 10pm during the migrating season.
in support of We have a Toad Patrol, of all ages, to help the frogs and toads on their journey, and if you
(O LR GRS TG ERTE CTERER T | do drive slowly this will be safer for us too. Volunteers for the Toad Patrol are always most
and welcome. You just need a torch, a clean bucket and some (unpowdered) plastic or rubber
St Mary’s Church Heritage Trust gloves. Please contact me if you're interested. Many thanks, Adrian 07974 171977.
Gt g R u3a is a charity that provides an opportunity for people who are no longer in work to come
Pt Mary s Eriginry.sehool Chonr ’ together and learn for fun. The Westerham u3a meets on the second Thursday of each
Saturday 1°' March 2025 wweye il | month in Westerham Village Hall, Quebec Avenue, Westerham at 2pm. We also hold a
at 6.30pm > coffee morning at the same venue at 10.30am on the first Wednesday of the month.
~ St Mary’s Church, Oxted LRI On March 13th, Mark Bathurst will be presenting the History and Restoration lo|
of Paddle Steamer Medway Queen. You can visit us at www.westerhamu3a.org. |ieam,laugh, ive
FREE Talk by SES Water St John’s York Rooms on Monday 7th April at
Want to find out how our water supply works? 19:30pm. 6‘ S e S
Hosted by Friends of the River Eden Ecosystem, Places are limited, so please RSVP to Jacqueline at WATER

SES Water will be giving a talk and answering questions.  HelloFREESurrey@gmail.com.

Hurst Green Tennis Club

Hurst Green Tennis Club (HGTC) is
delighted with their refurbished
clubhouse. There is now a changing
area, modern kitchenette and comfy
seating. This was achieved with funding
support from Oxted PC and Cameron Mackintosh Surrey County

In February 2025, Surrey Wildlife Trust launched
their actions for Nature Competition - complete and
report one or more actions for Nature at home or in
your community and Hurst Green Infant and Nursery
school will be in with a chance of winning a £500 funding grant
towards outdoor learning equipment or tools for school grounds
improvement.

play all year

How to take part: s Councillor’'s Small Community Fund. We thank them for their help.
1. Complete one or more actions for nature l.ll.'r.ey Courts were refurbished recently and will be repainted again this
at home or in the community. Wildlife Trust Spring.

2. Record your actions at:

- . We are a small friendly club and always welcome new members, it
www.surreywildlifetrust.org/nature-actions-map.

really doesn’t matter if you're a beginner or an old pro, 5 or 65

Actions could include walking to school, planting some flowers, years old, you would be welcome to come and meet us and see
leaving your garden to go wild, or litter picking. You can find more what we have to offer. There’s junior coaching, adult coaching and
ideas on the Surrey Wildlife Trust website. lots of friendly mix-ins and competitions to help you get involved.
Why take part: If we all take action for nature, we’ll make a Please see our website www.hurstgreentennisclubco.uk or our

difference for Surrey’s wildlife. Competition close on 315t May 2025. | |Facebook page or give Patrick a call on 07791841270.

Slegg. Every morning without fail, Phil goes out with his @ . @ M“_Y FR,END[ 1
i . . Holy Baptisms ‘ b« V
itter-picker and collects litter along lengthy stretches of We welcome into the family )

Oast Road and Church Way. This is particularly f God's Churoh Take part: Eaplore the bible story
appreciated when there is glass, as it could be a danger ol 50a's Lhure Praise: God cares for you

to children and pets (not to mention tyres). Phil’s hard 9 February: Tillie Peachey-Hicks Hande on: st soma seech

work and efforts not only improves the environment for Funerals . 4[[ AGE gER“\C‘_

his neighbours but also for those walking to or from Our sympathy goes to all their

St John’s Church or Hurst Green Station. relatives and friends Sunday 2" March at 9.45am
If you would like to nominate someone or being a great 14 February: Pamela Mills St John’s Church
nelghbour/fr_lend o_r have Wltn_essed an _act of kindness St John’s Book of Remembrance o -I— .

please email us at: hgncompiler@gmail.com. To have a name entered, ’ ,l(l 1S

ﬁ m H «ﬁ\ Email: office@stjhurstgreen.co.uk www.‘sTj-ohnshurstgreen.org.uk




ACCOUNTANCY/BOOKKEEPING SERVICES
Tax Returns, VAT, PAYE, Bookkeeping etc.
Self Employed, Sole Traders, Small Businesses,
Partnerships, Ltd Cos.

Prompt, Friendly and Personal Service
Ring Paul: 01883 730314/ 07766 953705

ALEX JONES FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Renowned Caring Service
Private Chapels of Rest
Day & Night Attention. Monumental Masonry
A totally independent Family Concern
Oxted 01883 730383 or Lingfield 01342 832534

BLUE ROCK PLUMBING
Local service - leaky loos, dripping taps,
new radiators, complete bathrooms...
Call Pete on 07721 452259

CAMERON BUILDING AND
LANDSCAPING SERVICES LTD
All aspects of general building undertaken
WWW.Cameronservices.co.uk
Mobile 07855 894426 01883 715856

CHARTFORDS TREES LIMITED
www.chartfordstrees.co.uk
Qualified & Insured Tree Surgeons
info@chartfordstrees.co.uk 01883 460160

CHOWLER DECORATIONS
All painting and wall coverings
35 years experience
info@chowler.co.uk 01883 716450/07808 719383

CLASSIQUE CURTAINS AND DRESSES
Hand sewn curtains; soft furnishings; dressmaking
and alterations
Call Debraon 07535 806308
www.classiquecurtainsanddresses.co.uk

CLEARANCE & HOUSE/OFFICE REMOVALS
Man & Van, Collections - Deliveries
Storage / House & Garage Clearance

PsP Logistics Ltd: 01883 713807

DAY'S GARAGE
Bodywork, MOT, Service & Repair, Car Sales
17 Hurst Green Road, Oxted, Surrey, RH8 9BS
01883 730058

DEWDNEY LANDSCAPING
Hard & soft landscaping, domestic or commercial
Email: info@dewdneylandscaping.co.uk
www.dewdneylandscaping.co.uk
Contact Robert Dewdney 01959 439818

FIRST POST FENCING
Complete domestic fencing specialists
Fully insured
01883 717942 or mobile 07725 979 548
www.firstpostfencing.co.uk

FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER
Reliable professional service in the comfort
of your own home. Melissa Barford
07885 933032 or 01959 569292

GCE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
24/7 Call Out Electrician
Domestic / Commercial, NAPIT Registered
NO JOB TOO SMALL
Call Gary: 07933 392956

GREENWELLS TREE SURGEONS
All aspects of tree work
E-mail: info@greenwellstreesurgeons.co.uk
www.greenwellstreesurgeons.co.uk
Contact Stuart Rimmington 01959 561101

GUTTERS
Clearing/unblocking, repairs, new installations
Call John Mulley: 07711 747640
johnmulley1964@gmail.com

HOTTER HOMES
Central Heating Specialists ~ T: 01883716116/
07967 324730 E: simon@hotterhomes.co.uk

H,O0 PLUMBING SERVICES
General plumbing, bathroom installations,
alterations, no job too small. Free quotes.
City & Guilds trained MI/RP
Richard - Mobile 07876 450420 01883 712523

1.T. AIDE
Computer services. Hardware & Software
Installation & troubleshooting. Virus removal.
Wired/wireless networking. Tuition.
Mobile 07799 164993 01883 380022

JEM HOME SERVICES
General House & Garden Maintenance
Painting, Tiling, Carpentry, General DIY
Pruning, Weeding, Hedge/Tree/Grass Cutting
Call Jon - Mobile 07906 029813 01883 712905

KAVBRO BUILD LTD
Units S & T, Lambs Business Park
Tilburstow Hill, South Godstone, RH9 8LJ
All Building Work Undertaken 01883 722100

KINGSMEAD PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC
www.kingsmeadphysio.co.uk
224 Pollards Oak Road, Hurst Green
R Galloway, J Moses 01883 712987

KNIGHTS GARDEN CENTRES
Betchworth Godstone
01737 842099 01883 742275

LA BELLE ROOFING COMPANY LTD
www.labelleroofing.co.uk
All Aspects of Roofing Systems - Built-up-felt,
Asphalt, Tiling mail@Iabelleroofing.co.uk
Jason Mobile 07887 541499

The Hurst Green News is delivered to
nearly 3,000 homes in Hurst Green.
TO ADVERTISE
Please email: hgnewsad@gmail.com

LLC PLUMBING AND BUILDING SERVICES LTD
24/7 call out available
Bathroom/kitchen refurbishment specialists
All works undertaken / Fully insured
No job too small —

Leaking taps to full home refurbishments.
07903490333

MGBUILD
Extensions, Loft Conversions, Kitchens. ..
Big enough to cope, small enough to care
07553 264254 01732 865066
www.mgbuild.net

PIANO TUNER AND SMALL REPAIRS
Mr Kim Cooper A.N.C.M, 48 years experience
01883723134 Email kkianco@aol.com

PROCARE GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
Garden Care - Landscaping - Fencing
Pressure Washing - Rubbish Clearance

01883 672037/ 07774 185390
enquiries.procaregm@gmail.com

RESIDENTIAL SURVEYORS & VALUERS
Pre-purchase Surveys / Valuations / Party Wall
Surveyors. Huxley Chartered Surveyors
T: 01883 672055 E: info@huxleysurveyors.co.uk

RH HEATING AND PLUMBING
Highly recommended local family business
offering installation, servicing and repairs

01883712714 or 07580712714

STEPHEN GEAL
Painter & Decorator
All interior & exterior decorating
Fully insured Mob. 07714403598

STEVEN HAWKINS
PLUMBING & HEATING LTD
Heating & plumbing services, bathroom
installation, tiling, boiler changes, cylinder
replacements. City & Guilds Gas Safe registered
Tel 01732863183 Mob 07980 607491

STONEMANS FUNERAL SERVICE
Family owned & run; private chapel;
prepaid funeral plans; home visits 01883 740123

SYCAMORE COURT
Oxted retirement apartments with services
24 hour staff, alarm call, domestic assistance,
laundry and lunches if required
www.sycamorecourt.co.uk 01883 723500

TGL PLASTERING SERVICES
All interior & exterior plastering undertaken
Rendering, Pebble dashing etc.Fully insured
07932052676/ tglplasteringservices@outlook.com

HURST GREEN'S
COMMUNITY
FRIDGE!

Every Wednesday - 11:15-12:30
St Agatha’s Hall, Hurst Green
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