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It is in the eye of the beholder! Obi-Wan Kenobi once advised Luke 

Skywalker to not trust his eyes, because “your eyes can deceive you.” Most of us 

can recall an instance from our own non-Jedi lives when these words rang true. 

How many of us have looked at the clouds and seen dragons, sailing ships or 

even faces of loved ones there? This phenomenon, called motivated perception, 

has been explored in psychological research for decades. Indeed, the world as 

we conceive it in our awareness is not exactly an accurate representation of what 

it truly is. Our perception is often biased, selective, and malleable. I have 

discovered this over the last year in my own life.

Many people have mentioned the progress of the new church building currently 

going up on the Green. I have found it strange that there appear to be wildly 

differing views on how the building process is going. Some remark how quickly 

the new church has “sprung up”. Others will, just as sincerely, remark on how 

slowly the whole thing is going. Same building but very different views.

This divergence of opinion on the speed of construction remarkably mirrors the 

divergence of opinions about the value of the new church. I have had some 

people liken the knocking down of the existing Manse and church to an act of 

egotistical vandalism; in other words it is a vanity project. A point made with great 

vigour and no little emotion. Others have remarked on how marvelous it is to see 

the new church rise as a sign of hope, as a new community resource, as a 

wonderful addition to Hurst Green. Same building but very different views on its 

value.

I think this quote by Miguel Ruiz explains why there is such a divergence of 

opinion about the value of the new church building; “We only see what we want to 

see and hear what we want to hear. We don’t perceive things the way they are. 

We have the habit of dreaming with no basis in reality. We literally dream things 

up in our imaginations. Because we don’t understand something, we make an 

assumption about the meaning, and when the truth comes out, the bubble of our 

dream pops and we find out it was not what we thought it was at all.”

Whatever your stance on the construction or the purpose of the building I would 

urge you to consider this old proverb, “The proof of the pudding is in the eating.” 

This expression means that the value of anything is best appreciated by 

experiencing.

Therefore, I cordially invite you to come along in late December of this year as 

the building is officially opened, God willing, and find out for yourself what the 

value of the new church building is.

In the meantime, I leave you with the words that all at Hurst Green Evangelical 

Church felt as we, with great trepidation, started considering the redevelopment 

of the church site three years ago;

Isaiah 43: 18 – 19

“Forget the former things;

do not dwell on the past.

See, I am doing a new thing!

Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?

I am making a way in the wilderness

and streams in the wasteland.” 

Keith Dickson, Pastor, Evangelical Church, Hurst Green
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Creative Community: 

Blooming Marvellous 

Open Afternoon

Sunday 23 June, 2.30pm – 5.30pm
Drop by to see our Community Garden in full 

bloom. Open afternoon, everyone welcome.

Find out about volunteer opportunities such as 

helping with our creative workshops,

gardening and more…

Arts & craft table, tea & cake. 

Very limited car parking, 

so please come on foot if possible.

facebook.com/creativecommunityhurstgreen

SAVE THE DATE – 16 NOVEMBER

St John’s Church – Autumn Fair
We appreciate that we haven’t even started 

summer and yet our thoughts are already 

turning to autumn as we start the initial 

planning for our Autumn Fair! 

 This year it will take place on 

Saturday 16 November from 11am-3pm. 

If you’re a local craftsperson and would like 

a table to sell your products, please let us 

know.  Last year we had a great variety of 

stalls selling lovely things such as pottery, 

jewellery, fabric art, toys for children, 

cards, decoupage, and knitted items 

all of which made great 

Christmas presents.  

If you’re interested, please 

email office@stjhurstgreen.co.uk.

SAVE THE DATE

Saturday 21 September, 1-4pm 

Hurst Green Village Fair
The fair has been running for more than 40 

years and has previously included stalls, 

performances, a bouncy castle, and a pet show.

We have new joiners to the planning team 

(always space for more if you are interested!) 

who are already getting plans in place for 

September. 

If you are a local food maker, craft creator, 

business or charity we would love to have your 

stall there. Please email hgvfair@hotmail.co.uk 

for more information. 

The Hurst Green Gardening Club meets 

every 2nd Wednesday of the month at 

St Agatha’s Hall at 8pm. On 12th June, 

Venessa Jones will be talking about a not 

so welcome guest – the Asian hornet.

Our Summer Flower Show will also be 

online from 8th-15th June. For more 

information please go to: 

www.hggardeningclub.blogspot.com.



HURST GREEN & OXTED CHURCHES WELCOME YOU
At St John's Church there are services of Holy Communion on Sundays at 8.30am (said) at 9.45am (sung) and at 12.30pm on the 4th 

Wednesday each month, followed by lunch. The 9.45am service is available via Live Stream. The church is open every day from 

10am to 4pm. For updates and the latest information, please check websites below.

ST JOHN’S, HURST GREEN

Vicar: Reverend Sue Bosley, 07553 305087 

 Church Way, Hurst Green RH8 9EA

Assistant Priest: Mary Seller, 01883 715675

Southwark Pastoral Auxiliary:

 Monica Fenton, 01883 715769

Reader: Wendy Hewitt, 07789 680653

 www.stjohnshurstgreen.org.uk

HURST GREEN EVANGELICAL CHURCH

Pastor:               Keith Dickson, 01883 712 017

                          www.hurstgreen-fellowship.org

ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH OF OXTED & WARLINGHAM

All Saints' Church Chichele Road, Oxted, 01883 627 762

St Ambrose Church Warren Park, Warlingham

Parish Priest Fr Stephen, 01883 713776

 www.oxtedandwarlinghamparish.org

OXTED UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

The Church of the Peace of God

 21 Bluehouse Lane, Oxted, 01883 730 406

 oxtedurc@gmail.com

Church Administrator: 

 Claire Harris, 01883 730 406
 www.oxtedurc.org.uk

Come and join us for 

COFFEE and a CHAT

Need a lift? 

Ring Barbara on 01883 715636

St John’s Room, St John’s Church 

Fortnightly on 

Thursdays 13th and 27th June 2024, 10.30am-12 noon

KING’S CHURCH

 King’s Centre, 33 Amy Road, Oxted, Surrey RH8 0PW

Contact:               Simon Quincey, 01883 734 805, 

                          www.kingschurchforyou.org

Refugee Tales has grown out 

of the work of Gatwick Detainees 

Welfare Group to raise awareness

of immigration detention and the fact that people are held 

indefinitely i.e. there is no time limit on detention. This has 

very serious effects on the mental health of people many of 

whom have already suffered considerable trauma.

Refugee Tales is an annual 4 day walk in solidarity with 

refugees, asylum seekers and people who have 

experienced immigration detention. Each day 120 people 

walk, and taking Chaucer’s great poem of journeying as a 

model, established writers and people with lived experience 

of detention, share tales at evening events and listen to 

music from around the world.

This year the walk is from Edenbridge to Westminster and 

the first day, 6th July, is from Edenbridge to Oxted with the 

evening event at Oxted United Reformed Church. The 

evening event is open to the public. To obtain tickets go 

to www.refugeetales.org and click on ‘Walk of 24’.  Scroll 

down to Evening Events where you can see the names

of the people taking part and book tickets.

Some of the Tales told in the evenings have been written 

collaboratively with eminent authors such as the 2021 

Nobel Laureate in Literature, Abdulrazak Gurnah, Ali Smith, 

Patrick Gale, Kamila Shamsie and Bernardine Evaristo with 

the authors reading them at the evening events. Others are 

first-hand accounts told directly by the people who 

experienced them.  

Four editions of Tales have been published and over 

20,000 copies sold. They are now set texts in 50 

universities in this country and abroad.  

The books will be on sale on 6th July.

Come and join 

Hurst Green Tennis Club

Hurst Green Tennis Club welcomes all 

tennis enthusiasts. We offer a series of 

club nights, friendly competitions, the 

chance to play against other local clubs, 

and coaching sessions for all abilities or 

all ages. If you’d like to learn more please 

get in touch at hurstgreentc@gmail.com.

HGTC, Mill Lane, Hurst Green

PARISH REGISTERS

Holy Baptisms

We welcome into the family

of God’s Church

26 May: Michael Christopher Tyler

Weddings

We wish them every happiness in 

their future lives together

8 June: Mark Gilfrin and Stacey 

Mccambley

Funerals
Our sympathy goes to all their 

relatives and friends

10 May: Doug Hand

16 May: Marion Easton

St John’s Book of Remembrance

To have a name entered,

  Email: office@stjhurstgreen.co.uk

YoYo’s 

Playgroup

A friendly group for babies 

and toddlers.

Every Wednesday in term time 

9.15-11.15am

St John’s Church, Church Way 

Sunday 16 June 2024
Crafts – Coffee – Church band

St John’s Church

CAFÉ CHURCH

There is also a new baby group at 

St Peter’s Church, Limpsfield. 

It’s every Tuesday at 11am

 in the Millenium Room adjacent to 

the church.

TPS are an active and friendly local camera club based 

in Oxted.  They meet weekly on Thursday evenings for a

range of events including expert guest speakers, 

competitions and other events.  We also run regular trips

and visits to a variety of interesting locations. 

2024 is the Society’s Diamond Anniversary year and 

to celebrate there will be an Exhibition on 

Saturday 20th July 2024 

at Oxted Community Hall, 10am-4pm.

For more information visit: www.tandridgeps.org.uk



2 June: Tennis for all adults (members/non-members). 10am-12pm. Hurst Green Tennis Club.

5 June: Yo Yo’s playgroup, Wednesdays in term time, St John’s Church, 9.15-11.15am.

5 June: Community Fridge, every Wednesday, St Agatha's Hall, 11.15am-12.30pm.

6 June: Hurst Green Community Hub, every Thursday, St Agatha's Hall, 1-3pm. 

7 June: Oxted Country Market, Friday mornings, 9.30-11.30am, Woodhouse Centre, Oxted.

11/25 June: Tandridge Club for the Visually Impaired, 2.30-4.30pm, 2nd & 4th Mondays of the 

month, St Agatha's Hall. Call for info and transport: Chair, Diana Drysdale, 01883 742708. 

12 June: Hurst Green Gardening Club, St Agatha's Hall, 7.45pm for 8pm start. A not so welcome 

guest – the Asian hornet.  Speaker: Venessa Jones . Contact: hggardeningclub@gmail.com.

13 June: Pollards Oak WI, York Rooms, St John's Church, 7.45pm. Work of the RNID (with 

Some signing), Jenny Macintosh. Call: Jan Ward, 01883 712143.

17 June: Tandridge Handicraft Society. Embroidery with Delicate Fabrics”, Emily Jo Gibbs. 

Woodhouse Centre at 2pm.

18 June: Meno meet up, 3rd Tuesday of the month, Tandridge Heights, 6.30-8pm.

Dates for your Diary June 2024 
St Agatha’s Hall 

To enquire about booking, contact the

Booking Administrator: 

aggieshall@gmail.com

07769 001796 

or complete the form on the website:

 stagathashall.weebly.com/ 

contact.html

Neighbour of the month for June goes to Coach 

Mikey Dean. Coach Mikey is the most popular adult in 

Hurst Green amongst all the young football lovers. 

Coach Mikey is a P.E teacher by day but also runs 

Holland Sports Soccer School for pre-school to Year 7 children.  

Thanks to Coach Mikey for teaching our children important skills 

like talking, listening, sharing and team work!

If you would like to nominate someone for being a great 

neighbour/friend or have witnessed an act of kindness, please 

email us at: hgncompiler@gmail.com.

Surrey domestic abuse helpline

                                                  01483 776822

               9am to 9pm, 7 days a week

Oxted Boot Fair – Sunday 9 June 2024
It's back! The OXTED BOOT FAIR at Master 

Park on Sunday 9 June.

If you've been to the OXTED BOOT FAIR before, you'll know what a 

great event this is.  You can make a tidy sum by selling off all sorts of 

unwanted items while enjoying the great community atmosphere 

which the event always provides.  

As usual, the Oxted Explorers will be running a refreshment tent that 

will be providing burgers and hot-dogs with vegetarian options, as well 

as hot and cold drinks. We'll also have everyone's favourite - the ice-

cream van.

Titsey Rotary Club is organising the event and will be using all the 

profits made on the day to support charities and good causes. Our 

last boot fair, held in August 2023, raised more than £4,000 with some 

of that cash being donated to Master Park itself.

The event is being advertised widely, in the local press, on social 

media and with posters across Tandridge and beyond - our little red 

car will be seen everywhere between now and 9 June - so you can be 

sure there'll be lots of buyers to hoover up all your unwanted 

treasures!

There will be 250 pitches available on the Park so make sure you 

secure your place in advance:

Pre pay prices

£15 for cars or small vans

£25 for large vans

On the day prices

£20 for cars or small vans

£30 for large vans

Remember - if you pre-book and pre-pay, you'll be guaranteed a 

pitch!  

We've made improvements to the entry arrangements, so traffic flow 

onto the Park should be much smoother than before.  

We're looking forward to seeing you at the OXTED BOOT 

FAIR on Sunday 9 June.

100 years of the The Barn Theatre
On May 25th 1923, the Surrey Mirror 

announced some exciting news to local

residents:

"It is proposed to erect a public hall for 

the service of Oxted and Limpsfield and surrounding parishes, to 

be known as the Barn Theatre.” 

The theatre was designed by Matthews Ridley, a firm of architects 

and within a year was built at a cost of £3,742 by local contractor 

James Boodle.  On May 22nd 1924 it was opened by the 

playwright Mr. Harley Granville Barker of the British Drama 

League.

It was decided that the best way to raise the money needed was to 

form a limited liability public company with a capital of £4,000. The 

Oxted and Limpsfield Barn Theatre Company Ltd., chaired by Sir 

Ernest J. P. Benn, Bart. (grandfather of Tony Benn) was founded 

and the shares were offered to the residents of the district. The 

site in Blue House Lane had already been chosen due to it being 

about equidistant from the centre of the parishes of Oxted and 

Limpsfield. It was near to the railway station and close to the 

"omnibus" route and was subsequently purchased from the then 

'Squire', Hoskins Master in October 1923 for the sum of £275. The 

old saw mill barn which stood at the bottom of Limpsfield village 

had been purchased from Mr. Lewis G. Fry at a cost of £75 and 

was to be used as the main structure for the building. 

To celebrate its Centenary year, throughout May and June,The

Barn Theatre have lots of events and shows to celebrate.  

For more information please go to www.thebarntheatreoxted.co.uk

Two local artists in Hurst Green are 

participating again this year exhibiting pottery,

printmaking and textile art.  They will be open 

on the 1st, 2nd, 7th, 8th, 9th, 14th, 15th & 16th June from 10.30am to 

5pm at 41 Chestnut Copse, RH8 0JJ.

Please go to www.artinjune.org for more details and information on two 

other local studios in Limpsfield Village and the Chart.

Moor House School & College

Saturday 8th June 2024

1.30-5pm

Sunday 9th June 2024

12-4pm

Royal British Legion Oxted Club, 42 Church Lane, Oxted



ACCOUNTANCY/BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

Tax Returns, VAT, PAYE, Bookkeeping etc.

Self Employed, Sole Traders, Small Businesses, 

Partnerships, Ltd Cos.

Prompt, Friendly and Personal Service

Ring Paul: 01883 730314 / 07766 953705

ALEX JONES FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Renowned Caring Service

Private Chapels of Rest

Day & Night Attention. Monumental Masonry

A totally independent Family Concern

Oxted 01883 730383   or  Lingfield  01342 832534

CAMERON BUILDING AND

LANDSCAPING SERVICES LTD

All aspects of general building undertaken

www.cameronservices.co.uk

Mobile 07855 894426                    01883 715856

CHARTFORDS TREES LIMITED

www.chartfordstrees.co.uk

Qualified & Insured Tree Surgeons

info@chartfordstrees.co.uk   01883 460160

CHOWLER DECORATIONS

All painting and wall coverings

35 years experience 

info@chowler.co.uk 01883 716450/07808 719383

CLASSIQUE CURTAINS AND DRESSES

Hand sewn curtains; soft furnishings; dressmaking 

and alterations

Call Debra on      07535 806308

www.classiquecurtainsanddresses.co.uk

CLEARANCE & HOUSE/OFFICE REMOVALS

Man & Van, Collections - Deliveries

Storage / House & Garage Clearance

PsP Logistics Ltd: 01883 713807

DAY'S GARAGE

Bodywork, MOT, Service & Repair, Car Sales

17 Hurst Green Road, Oxted, Surrey, RH8 9BS

01883 730058

DEWDNEY LANDSCAPING

Hard & soft landscaping, domestic or commercial

Email: info@dewdneylandscaping.co.uk

www.dewdneylandscaping.co.uk

Contact Robert Dewdney   01959 439818

FIREBIRD LOGS

Bulk and netted firewood. Free local delivery

firebirdlogs@hotmail.com

07766 695255

FIRST POST FENCING

Complete domestic fencing specialists

Fully insured

01883 717942  or mobile 07725 979 548

www.firstpostfencing.co.uk

FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER

Reliable professional service in the comfort

of your own home.  Melissa Barford

07885 933032 or 01959 569292

GCE ELECTRICAL SERVICES

24/7 Call Out Electrician

Domestic / Commercial, NAPIT Registered

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Gary:    07933 392956

GREENWELLS TREE SURGEONS

All aspects of tree work

E-mail: info@greenwellstreesurgeons.co.uk

www.greenwellstreesurgeons.co.uk

Contact Stuart Rimmington   01959 561101

GUTTERS

Clearing/unblocking, repairs, new installations

Call John Mulley: 07711 747640

 johnmulley1964@gmail.com

HOTTER HOMES

Central Heating Specialists       T: 01883 716116 / 

07967 324730 E: simon@hotterhomes.co.uk

H2O PLUMBING SERVICES

General plumbing, bathroom installations,

alterations, no job too small.  Free quotes.

City & Guilds trained MI/RP

Richard - Mobile  07876 450420    01883 712523

I.T. AIDE

Computer services.  Hardware & Software 

Installation & troubleshooting.  Virus removal.

Wired/wireless networking.  Tuition. 

Mobile 07799 164993        01883 380022

JACKSON-STOPS

National estate agents with local knowledge

www.jackson-stops.co.uk                  01883 712375

JEM HOME SERVICES

General House & Garden Maintenance

Painting, Tiling, Carpentry, General DIY

Pruning, Weeding, Hedge/Tree/Grass Cutting

Call Jon  -  Mobile  07906 029813    01883 712905

KAVBRO BUILD LTD

Units S & T, Lambs Business Park

Tilburstow Hill, South Godstone, RH9 8LJ

All Building Work Undertaken   01883 722100

KINGSMEAD PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC

www.kingsmeadphysio.co.uk

224 Pollards Oak Road, Hurst Green

R Galloway, J Moses         01883 712987

KNIGHTS GARDEN CENTRES

Betchworth   Godstone

01737 842099     01883 742275

LA BELLE ROOFING COMPANY LTD

www.labelleroofing.co.uk

All Aspects of Roofing Systems - Built-up-felt,

Asphalt, Tiling     mail@labelleroofing.co.uk

Jason Mobile      07887 541499

 

MGBuild

Extensions, Loft Conversions, Kitchens…

Big enough to cope, small enough to care

07553 264254    01732 865066

www.mgbuild.net

PAUL'S MOBILE BARBERS

Local barber, enhanced DBS, 30 years experience

bringing the barbers to you.   07717 307169

PIANO TUNER AND SMALL REPAIRS

Mr Kim Cooper A.N.C.M, 48 years experience

 01883 723134     Email kkianco@aol.com

PLOWDEN & SMITH 

Fine Art and Furniture Restoration.

Specialists in Traditional and Modern Paintings 

and Furniture,

Ceramics, Stone, Metal and Sculptures.

Complimentary estimates. 

Local collection and delivery available.

Call: 02088744005 

info@plowden-smith.com | www.plowden-smith.com

PROCARE GROUNDS MAINTENANCE 

Garden Care - Landscaping - Fencing

Pressure Washing - Rubbish Clearance

01883 672037 / 07774 185390

enquiries.procaregm@gmail.com

RESIDENTIAL SURVEYORS & VALUERS

Pre-acquisition Surveys/Valuations/Party Wall 

Matters.  Huxley Chartered Surveyors

info@huxleysurveyors.co.uk

07834 118601/07725 971256/01883 672055

RH HEATING AND PLUMBING

Highly recommended local family business

offering installation, servicing and repairs

01883 712714    or  07580 712714

STEPHEN GEAL

Painter & Decorator

All interior & exterior decorating

Fully insured Mob. 07714403598 

STEVEN HAWKINS

PLUMBING & HEATING LTD

Heating & plumbing services, bathroom 

installation, tiling, boiler changes, cylinder 

replacements.  City & Guilds Gas Safe registered

Tel  01732 863183      Mob 07980 607491

STONEMANS FUNERAL SERVICE

Family owned & run; private chapel;

prepaid funeral plans; home visits  01883 740123

SYCAMORE COURT

Oxted retirement apartments with services

24 hour staff, alarm call, domestic assistance,

laundry and lunches if required

www.sycamorecourt.co.uk 01883 723500

The Hurst Green News is delivered to 

nearly 3,000 homes in Hurst Green.

TO ADVERTISE

Please email: hgnewsad@gmail.com

Do you have a story you would like to 

include in the Hurst Green News?

Please email: hgncompiler@gmail.com
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