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get up shower and put on my glad rags before sitting down to work.

Perhaps the biggest change for me is that the fellowship is now meeting 
together in person on a Sunday morning!  Last Sunday was the first time I 
had preached in the church since I became Pastor in April 2020.  Now that 
was a big and, being honest, a frightening change I can tell you.  

I nearly made a drastic mistake and rearranged how the chairs were laid out 
in the church.  Fortunately I changed them back to the old, and some would 
say proper, arrangement before Sunday’s worship.  I fear changing the 
seats might have been a change that went too far and wouldn’t have been 
met with wild enthusiasm. 

We are now in that period of change from summer to winter and despite a 
glorious brief few days of warmth recently, we face the prospect of the long 
grey, cold and dark months of autumn and winter.  On top of all these 
changes the Covid 19 numbers are changing again as they slowly creep up 
each day.  There is talk in the news of a 'fire break' at half term to try and 
check the rising numbers of Covid cases and deaths.  This is a very 
unwelcome change if it should happen.  

Even those who don’t follow the news closely will be aware of climate 
change and how the world’s weather patterns are changing quickly, and 
usually with devastating results, for those who have least in our world.

I for one don’t really recognise this 'new normal' and I am somewhat 
daunted by the never-ending procession of change upon change upon 
change.

In the uncertainty of change I found encouragement in the news reports 
after the Haitian earthquake and subsequent tropical  storm.  I was 
encouraged that so many of the survivors having lost homes and loved 
ones, perhaps the most profound change any of us face, continued to trust 
in God’s unchanging love for them.   I felt both humbled and strengthened.  
Humbled because in comparison to the changes they faced, my changes 
seemed very insignificant.  Strengthened in that these men and women 
found strength to face these changes in God’s unchanging love for them.

The Psalmist wrote these words many
years ago but they are still relevant today:

'Give thanks to the God of heaven. His love endures forever'.

Keith Dickson, Pastor, Hurst Green Evangelical Church

The November issue of Hurst Green News will be published on 30 October 2021.   Please send material for that issue, no later than
FRIDAY 15 OCTOBER 2021 to The Compiler: hgncompiler@gmail.com or 26 Orchard Way, Oxted, RH8 9DJ. The Compiler reserves the right to edit copy.
The Hurst Green News is published by St John’s Parochial Church Council (Registered Charity 1133107) as a church and community newsletter.

It is financed by advertisements and St John’s Parochial Church Council.

I realised that the last time I contributed to 
the Hurst Green News was last year and we 
were in the midst of the dreaded 'lockdown'.  
Since then much has changed and we have 
returned, so say some, to 'normal'.

I guess like everybody else this return to 
'normal' has meant significant changes for 
Gillian, Lucas and myself.  No longer is it 
getting up and going down to work in my 
PJ’s or a once-a-week beard trim.  I actually 
miss working in my PJ’s, but Gillian insists I 

Harvest Thanksgiving
at St John’s Church
on Sunday 3 October
at 9.45am
A Communion Service for all ages

This year there will be five stations around 
the church giving information about things 
we might buy through Send A Cow, to help 
out third world people, three of which also 
deal with climate change. Those chosen are:

• Super strong, climate smart seeds
• Top notch trees
• Super stoves 
• Chickens
• Goats

People will be invited to give money
to whichever one they like best.

Send a cow is a force for 
change in rural Africa, 
helping people grow their 
own futures: on their own 
land, on their own terms.

For more information, go to sendacow.org 

YO-YOs are back!
on Wednesdays
9.15 - 11.15am
(term time only)

York Rooms, St John’s Church
Church Way, Hurst Green

York Rooms Youngsters 
is a friendly local 

playgroup for parents 
and carers with babies 
through to pre-school 

children.

Tea, coffee and cake plus snacks for the little 
ones.  Discretionary donation of £1 per family.
Adults are encouraged to wear a face mask.
For more information, call 01883 712674 or 

email office@stjhurstgreen.co.uk

   Find us on Facebook & Twitter:
     St Johns Hurst Green @AnnaRevd

So how is the return to 'normal' for you?
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Pollards Oak WI
After a very difficult and strange 18 months for all 
of us, Pollards Oak members met up again for our 
first  monthly  meeting  in  person  in  September.

Everyone was pleased to be able to get back to some normality.  Mind 
you, we have still been as active as permissible over this time, keeping in 
touch with each other and taking part in a few community projects, such 
as making small hand held hearts for the patients and their families at 
East Surrey Hospital  and also scrubs bags and lap blankets for Windmill 
Manor Care Home.  Our 70th birthday was in June and a small  gathering 
of socially distanced members met on the Green for a cuppa and a cake.  
We have all given each other lots of support to keep us all going and will 
continue to do this even now we are meeting in person.

We also have a new venue!  We will  now be meeting in the York Rooms at 
the rear of St John’s Church in Hurst Green!  We will still  meet on the 2nd 
Thursday of the month, so our next meeting will  be on Thursday 14 
October at the York Rooms from 7.30pm.  Our speaker will be Alison 
Hoyland who will  be giving us a talk on image and styling and advising us 
not to ‘Judge a Book by its Cover’.  Intriguing!!

All  visitors are welcome to come along and join us.  Contact Carole Wade 
(01883 713867) or Jan Ward (01883 712143) for further information.

Further dates for the diary, both in the York Rooms at St John's:
- 11 November Annual Meeting of Pollards Oak, from 7.30 pm
- 9 December Members’ Xmas Meeting, in the York Rooms at St John’s

HURST GREEN CHURCHES WELCOME YOU
At St John's there are services of Holy Communion on Sundays at 8.30am (said) and 9.45am.

The 9.45am service is sung (service also available via Live Stream) - congregation are requested to wear masks.
There is also a communion service on Thursdays at 12 noon.   The church is now open every day from 10am to 4pm.

For updates and the latest information, please check the church websites given below.
ST JOHN’S, CHURCH WAY
Rector:   Anna Eltringham, 712674, 14 Oast Road
   (day off - Monday)
Assistant Priest:  Mary Seller, 715675, 11 Home Park
Curate:   Lotwina Farodoye, lotwina@stjhurstgreen.co.uk
Southwark Pastoral Auxiliary:
   Monica Fenton, 715769
   www.stjohnshurstgreen.org.uk

HURST GREEN EVANGELICAL CHURCH
Pastor:   Keith Dickson, 71201, Pastor@hgec.org.uk
   www.hgec.org.uk

ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH OF OXTED & WARLINGHAM
All Saints' Church    Chichele Road, Oxted - 627762
St Ambrose Church Warren Park, Warlingham
Parish Priest    Fr Stephen, 713776
    www.oxtedandwarlinghamparish.org

OXTED UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
The Church of the Peace of God 
    21 Bluehouse Lane, Oxted, 730406
    oxtedurc@gmail.com
Minister:    Graham Dadd, 07894 507467
    www.oxtedurc.org.uk

Oxted & District History Society
Oxted & District History will start its 2021-22 

programme of lectures on Tuesday, 5 October 
with a talk by June Davey on ‘West Horsley 
Place’.  The second lecture, on Tuesday 19 
October, will be given by Robert Young on

‘Ivan the Terrible’.
It had been hoped that lectures would be able 
to return to the Oxted United Reformed Church 

for the 2021-22 Season but at present the 
Hall’s permitted capacity is only just over 50 

people, so the first two will have to be by Zoom, 
and hopefully the ensuing fortnightly lectures 
will be able to return to the Oxted URC Hall 

with audiences permitted of up to 100 guests.
People are invited to join the Oxted & District 

History Society.  The annual subscription of £20 
per head covers the whole 2021-22 Season of 
12+ Lectures.  There is a visitor’s fee of £4 to 

pay for admission to individual lectures for non-
members.  Anyone wishing to join the Society 
and receive its lectures may send a £20 per 
head membership fee to its Treasurer, Anna 
Burrage, at ‘Linden’, Rockfield Road, Oxted, 

RH8 0EL.  More about the History Society can 
be found at www.oxteddisthistorysociety.com

The Woodhouse Centre
The Woodhouse Centre is a cheerful and
busy ‘workshop’ for retired and disabled

people living in Oxted and surrounding areas.
Members come and get involved in a whole 
range of crafts from caning, upholstery and 
seagrassing, to knitting, sewing and paper 
crafts, and the Men-in-Sheds Club make a 

whole host of wooden items from bird tables,
to planters and other items for gardens.

Autumn Fair
Thursday 21 October 10am - 12 noon
cakes - collectables - gifts - raffle - books - 
fancy goods - tea and coffee - woodwork - 

and lots of new products
Free entry, open to all, at:

The Woodhouse Centre
Hoskins Road, Oxted
(opposite Leisure Centre)

Tel: 01883 715189
www.woodhousecentre.org.uk

East Surrey Walkers: www.eastsurreywalkers.org.uk
The full  programme of walks is returning to pre Covid 19 
status and walks for the final quarter of 2021 will  soon be 
published on our website.  The additional Covid 19 related 
regulations,  such as the necessity  to book and restricted
numbers that were imposed, will  now be discontinued.  Therefore all you 
need to do is check the programme, choose your walk and turn up.
Please note that the committee has devolved to individual  walk leaders an 
option to retain booking and restricted numbers if the leader so chooses.  
In any such cases this will be made clear in the walks information.
East Surrey Walkers volunteers are currently involved in a Ramblers 
project styled Don’t Lose Your Way.  The object is to identify lost Rights of 
Way which have fallen into disuse, but only to add paths which will 
improve the network for all.  The first stage of the project commenced in 
2020.  Thousands of volunteers compared current maps with two historic 
maps dating back 120 years and 49,000 potentially lost Rights of Way 
were identified in England and Wales.  East Surrey Walkers volunteers 
will follow up further stages as required.
In the meantime we are fortunate that we have so many existing lovely 
routes to walk.  Please do consider joining us to exploit this wonderful 
resource. 
ESW wish you happy walking, Stephen Hanks, Publicity Officer 
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Pudsey's Greatest Show
St Agatha’s Hall

Saturday 16 October
11am - 6pm

Indoor Stalls, Carnival 
Games, Live Music,

Facepainter, Refreshments, 
Raffle, Auction, Challenges and 
many more…

Raising money for
BBC Children in Need

Hurst Green Gardening Club
Hurst Green Gardening Club has 
been in existence for over forty years 
and is still  a thriving club offering 
monthly speakers giving helpful 
advice on useful tips and methods of 
gardening.  Perhaps you are new to the area and would be 
interested in  coming along to our next meeting at 8pm on 
Wednesday 13 October in St Agatha’s Hall, for a free 
introductory evening to meet other like-minded gardeners!
If you read this in time, do also make yourselves known to 
one of our members who will  be manning our plant stall at 
the Hurst Green Fair on Saturday 25 September. 
Enquiries to: janecfirmin@gmail.com or 01883 723872

All Souls' Day Service at St John’s Church
on Sunday, 31 October at 3.30pm

We will remember by name all those from this 
parish known to us who have died during the last two years, 
and any other loved ones you would like to be remembered.

You will be able to light a candle if you wish and place it in 
front of the altar.  Names can be added to the list which

will be on the table at the back of the church from Sunday 
17 October until 11am on 31 October.  The service will be 

followed by tea and biscuits in St John’s Room.

PARISH REGISTERS
Funerals

Our sympathy goes to all
their relatives and friends: 

 14 September Kenneth Bush
 17 September Jean Henson
 27 September James Stephens
 28 September Elizabeth Spooner

St John’s Book of Remembrance
To have a name entered, please email

office@stjhurstgreen.co.uk

St Agatha’s Hall
To enquire about booking, contact the

Booking Administrator:
07586 863079 or

aggieshall@gmail.com
or complete the form on the website:

stagathashall.weebly.com/
contact.html

The Oxted United Charities: Are you in financial need?
The Oxted United Charities receives money principally from the 

Henry Smith Charity (which dates from 1628) to be used to 
‘relieve the hardship and distress’ of the ‘the poor and needy’ who 
live in the ancient civil parish of Oxted, that is, residents of Oxted 

and Hurst Green.  We offer small grants to those in serious 
financial difficulty for essential items such as white goods, 

furniture, school uniforms, or help with utility, and other bills.
If you are experiencing financial problems

and believe you fit our criteria, we might be able to help.
Please contact: The Clerk to the Oxted United Charities,

9 Paddock Way, Oxted RH8 0LF, or by email: cjboxted@aol.com.

Oxted and Limpsfield Music Society 2021/2022 Season
An exciting new season of high quality concerts kicks off at 

7.30pm on Saturday 23 October 2021 with the distinguished 
clarinettist Michael Collins MBE at the excellent Bawtree Hall, 

Hazelwood School, Wolfs Hill, Oxted.  Michael Collins, who is also 
principal conductor of the London Sinfonia, is described as ‘one of 
the most complete musicians of his generation’ and again as ‘one 

of the world's truly great clarinettists’.  Professor Collins will be 
accompanied by one of Ireland's leading pianists Michael McHale.

More information is on the constantly refreshed website: 
www.oxtedandlimpsfieldmusicsociety.org.uk

For this season there will also be an option to pay on the door.

Oxted Country Market - New Venue and New Day
We are now holding the market every Friday at the 
Woodhouse Centre in Oxted (behind Morrisons) from 9.30 - 
11.30am.  As always, our produce includes homemade
 cakes and savouries, jam, chutney, marmalades, 
honey, seasonal plants, vegetables, eggs and 
traditional crafts.  Tea and coffee is available.

For further information contact oxtedcm@outlook.com
or look at our Facebook page.  Orders can be placed in 

advance, call 01883 623273 or 07554 023786.

Come and join us for
 COFFEE and a CHAT
 Where? St John’s Room
 St John’s Church
 When? Fortnightly on Thursdays
 14 and 28 October
 10.30am - 12 noon
Need a lift?  Ring Barbara, 715636

And Then There Were None, by Agatha Christie
at The Barn Theatre, Bluehouse Lane, Oxted

Presented by The Oxted Players
Tuesday 12 - Saturday 16 October

at 7.30pm (also 2.30pm on the Saturday)
Ten Strangers are summoned to a remote island.  All that the guests have in common 
is a wicked past they are unwilling to reveal and a secret that will  seal  their fate, for 
each has been marked for murder.  As the weather turns and the group is cut off from 
the mainland, the bloodbath begins and one by one they are brutally murdered in 
accordance with the lines of a sinister nursery rhyme.
This most loved of all the stage adaptations of Agatha Christie’s novel  will hopefully 
see the relaunch of the main programme in the theatre. The original cast from pre-
lockdown are all on board and ready to tackle the challenge of performing both the 
original play ending from 1943 and the ending drawn from the novel in 1939 using 
entirely Agatha Christie’s own words on alternate performances.

Tickets, £13, are available from www.oxtedplayers.co.uk 

Oxted Rotary Club
Quiz Night

The Green
What a delight the extended 
tranche of wild flowers along the 
northern part of the Green has been 
this summer.  It has been a mass of 
colour, provided by poppies, 
cornflowers, vetches sunflowers, 
daisies, yarrow, dandelions and 
many more.  Congratulations and 
thanks to the Creative Community, 
a private donor and Tandridge 
District Council for this wonderful 
initiative. It has encouraged 
butterflies and other insects to visit, 
and has really enhanced our 
environment.  Mary Seller 

Friday 8 October 2021 at 7.30pm
Hurst Green Community Hall
(behind the Pollards Oak Shops)

You are welcome to bring your own food & drink
Tickets £5 each, maximum of six in any team
This Year’s Beneficiary: Oxted Rotary Charities

For tickets contact: John on 07711 306543
Neil on 07808 078570
or online at
www.eventbrite.com/e/quiz-night-
tickets-167771389743
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ACCOUNTANT
Tax Returns, Tax Refunds, VAT, CIS, Payroll, 

Self Employed, Sole Traders, Businesses, 
Partnerships, Ltd Cos

 01883 730314 /  07766 953705

ALEX JONES FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Renowned Caring Service

Private Chapels of Rest
 Day & Night Attention. Monumental Masonry

A totally independent Family Concern
     Oxted 730383   or Lingfield  01342 832534

BERNIE’S CHIMNEY SWEEP SERVICES
Reliable, for more information, please call:

       01883 714832      or mobile 07905 793929

BILLY HERRING CARPENTRY REPAIR
Freelancer specialising in Listed buildings.

 billyherring92@gmail.com or 07745 615136

CAMERON BUILDING AND
LANDSCAPING SERVICES LTD

All aspects of general building undertaken
www.cameronservices.co.uk

         Mobile 07855 894426    715856

CHARTFORDS TREES LIMITED
www.chartfordstrees.co.uk

Qualified & Insured Tree Surgeons
  info@chartfordstrees.co.uk   01883 460160

CHILDREN AT LOCAL BOARDING SCHOOLS
from China and Hong Kong need kind people
to stay with for some weekends and holidays.

Could you host for 2 - 14 nights?
   Generous pay.  For details call 07831 865530

CHOWLER DECORATIONS
All painting and wall coverings

35 years experience 
 info@chowler.co.uk 716450 / 07808 719383

CLASSIQUE CURTAINS AND DRESSES
Hand sewn curtains; soft furnishings; 

dressmaking and alterations
  Call Debra on      07535 806308
www.classiquecurtainsanddresses.co.uk

CLEARANCE & HOUSE/OFFICE REMOVALS
Collections & Deliveries / House Removals
Also House, Garden & Garage Clearance

info@psplogistics.co.uk 07850 970278/713807

DAY'S GARAGE
Bodywork, MOT, Service & Repair, Car Sales
17 Hurst Green Road, Oxted, Surrey, RH8 9BS

           01883 730058

DEWDNEY LANDSCAPING
Hard & soft landscaping, domestic or commercial

Email: info@dewdneylandscaping.co.uk
www.dewdneylandscaping.co.uk

         Contact Robert Dewdney   01959 439818

FIRST POST FENCING
Complete domestic fencing specialists

Fully insured
           01883 717942  or mobile 07795 455667

www.firstpostfencing.co.uk

FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER
Reliable professional service in the comfort

of your own home.  Melissa Barford
  07885 933032      or 01959 569292

GardenING Services
Regular maintenance to one-off tidying

Pruning and shaping a speciality
Friendly, reliable and tidy.  References available.
 Simon    M:07936 285032    H:01883 712090

GCE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
24/7 Call Out Electrician

Domestic / Commercial, NAPIT Registered
NO JOB TOO SMALL

         Call Gary:     07933 392956

GEORGE NICHOLLS BUILDERS LTD
Building & Roofing Contractors.  General

Building - Alterations - Home Extensions - Roof 
Repairs - New Roofs. Over 25 years experience
   info@gnbuilders.uk;    07850 850175

GREENWELLS TREE SURGEONS
All aspects of tree work

E-mail: info@greenwellstreesurgeons.co.uk
www.greenwellstreesurgeons.co.uk

     Contact Stuart Rimmington   01959 561101

GUTTERS
Clearing/unblocking, repairs, new installations

  Call John Mulley:    716245  /  07711 747640
Email John.mulley@virginmedia.com

HLH PAINTER & DECORATOR
Professional & friendly services.  For your free

     no obligation quote,   call   07834 468835

HOTTER HOMES
Central Heating Specialists       T: 716116 / 

 07967 324730 E: simon@hotterhomes.co.uk

H2O PLUMBING SERVICES
General plumbing, bathroom installations,
alterations, no job too small.  Free quotes.

City & Guilds trained MI/RP
       Richard - Mobile  07876 450420    712523

HURST GREEN BUSY BEES
PRE-SCHOOL AND FOREST SCHOOL

Early learning in a homely environment
         www.hurstgreenbusybees.com   722796

I.T. AIDE
Computer services.  Hardware & Software 

Installation & troubleshooting.  Virus removal.
Wired/wireless networking.  Tuition. 

        Mobile 07799 164993         714369

JACKSON-STOPS
National estate agents with local knowledge

   www.jackson-stops.co.uk     712375

JEM HOME SERVICES
General House & Garden Maintenance

Painting, Tiling, Carpentry, General DIY
Pruning, Weeding, Hedge/Tree/Grass Cutting

    Call Jon  -  Mobile  07906 029813    712905

KAVBRO BUILD LTD
Units S & T, Lambs Business Park

Tilburstow Hill, South Godstone, RH9 8LJ
           All Building Work Undertaken   722100

KINGSMEAD PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC
www.kingsmeadphysio.co.uk 

224 Pollards Oak Road, Hurst Green
          R Galloway, J Moses         712987

KNIGHTS GARDEN CENTRES
   Betchworth    Nags Hall
       www.knightsgardencentres.com  742275

LA BELLE ROOFING COMPANY LTD
www.labelleroofing.co.uk

All Aspects of Roofing Systems - Built-up-felt, 
Asphalt, Tiling     mail@labelleroofing.co.uk

  Jason Mobile      07887 541499

LEE’S LOCKS
24 emergency locksmith.   No call out charge.

Locks fitted to insurance BS3621. OAP discounts
         01883 840042    or  07921 068564

MGBuild
 Extensions, Loft Conversions, Kitchens…
Big enough to cope, small enough to care

     07553 264254    01732 865066
www.mgbuild.net

MR COMPUTING LTD
Local mobile computer repair and maintenance

No fix, No fee & No Call-out charge
virus, internet, wireless, new PCs/laptops/tablets
"   Call Mark or Sue     730345

PAINTER & DECORATOR
Caroline Mee

NVQ Qualified, Fully Insured
High Quality Finish

        Mobile 07887 514915         717278

PAUL'S MOBILE BARBERS
Local barber, enhanced DBS, 30 years experience
      bringing the barbers to you   07717 307169

PIANO TUNER AND SMALL REPAIRS
Mr Kim Cooper A.N.C.M, 48 years experience

      01883 723134     Email kkianco@aol.com

RESIDENTIAL SURVEYORS & VALUERS
Pre-acquisition Surveys/Valuations/Party Wall 

Matters.  Huxley Chartered Surveyors
info@huxleysurveyors.co.uk

 07834 118601/07725 971256/01883 672055

RH HEATING AND PLUMBING
Highly recommended local family business
offering installation, servicing and repairs

        712714        or  07580 712714

SBS HEATING SERVICES
Boiler Servicing/Installation/Repair
Gas Safety Registration No 199283

      Mobile  07801 427641          712268

STEPHEN GEAL
Painter & Decorator

All interior & exterior decorating
Fully insured

     Mob. 07714403598 712727

STEVEN HAWKINS
PLUMBING & HEATING LTD

Heating & plumbing services, bathroom 
installation, tiling, boiler changes, cylinder 

replacements.  City & Guilds Gas Safe registered
        Tel  01732 863183      Mob 07980 607491

STONEMANS FUNERAL SERVICE
Family owned & run; private chapel;

       prepaid funeral plans; home visits  740123

SYCAMORE COURT
Oxted retirement apartments with services

24 hour staff, alarm call, domestic assistance,
laundry and lunches if required

  www.sycamorecourt.co.uk      723500

T.C.HILLIER, Lawn Mower &
Garden Machinery service and repair

Local family run business 
      t.c.hillier@btinternet.com     712355

TLC @ HOME
Local Care at Home provider based in Church 

Way, Oxted offering hourly, overnight or
live-in support to older people in the area

  tlc4homecare@gmail.com or  01959 528538

TO ADVERTISE
Please e-mail: hgnewsad@gmail.com
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